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Rumors 
of War 

You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed.
Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. (Matt 24:6)

As the long, hot summer slowly drags through Israel, one is painfully reminded of 
the heat of battle and the undesired results of war.  For in the ancient days, with the 
beginning of spring/summer when the rains stopped—this was the time when kings 
went off to war (I Chr 20:1/II Sam 11:1).  

This has proven true into the last century with the modern state of Israel.  The 
months of May and June are celebrated within Israel for the victories of Israel’s War of 
Independence in 1948 and the Six Day War of 1967.  On the other hand, June is also 
a stark reminder of Israel’s unresolved stalemates with Lebanon, fi rst during 1982-
2000 and then in 2006.  Due to that indecisive outcome of 2006, many expect a future 
signifi cant confrontation between Israel and Hezbollah-dominated Lebanon, especially 
as a nuclear-obsessed Iran spreads its growing sphere of infl uence among Israel’s 
enemies.

This past July, we observed the anniversary of the destruction of the Temple on the 
9th of Av, fi rst by the Babylonians in 586 BC and later by the Romans in AD 70.  Jesus 
himself did not long for this day of war but wept for the pregnant women, nursing 
mothers, and helpless infants (Luke 19:41-44; 21:23).  He did not claim to know the 
exact time of the Apocalypse, though He pointed to its signs (Matt 24).

As followers of Jesus, we are not commanded to spread rumors of war or stoke the coals 
of confl ict.  Rather, we are instructed to love our neighbors even if they are our enemies.  
We are to be peacemakers, lovers of truth, and defenders of justice.  Destructive wars will 
most assuredly and unexpectedly come.  Our witness to the world is how we confront 
this chaos with steadfast love.

Oct 4-17, 2010 Israel Tour plus day trip to Jordan

Nov 7-22, 2010  Wilderness Tour including Petra  

Join an Upcoming JCF Study Tour!

Our study tours follow scriptural themes for all 
ages and groups. We focus on the Land, Language, 
and Literature of the Bible.  JCF Study Tours bring 
the biblical world alive, while strengthening faith 
and encouraging spiritual growth.  Join:

Write BST@jerusalemcornerstone.org for more details.

Pointing out the massive stones of King Herod 
at the base of Jerusalem’s Temple Mount.

Jerusalem Cornerstone Is Going Green
Starting in 2011, JCF will begin transitioning towards 
email newsletters.  If you would like to receive future JCF 
newsletters by email, just go to our website: 
www.jerusalemcornerstone.org.  At the bottom left hand 
corner of our home page, click on “Subscribe”.  On the 
next page, click on “Subscribe to our Email Mailing List”.  
Then enter your email and name.  That’s it.  You will 
begin receiving our full color HTML newsletters from the 
comfort of your own computer, saving time, money, and mail clutter.

Anyone Can Learn to Read Their Bible in Hebrew
Jerusalem Cornerstone believes in the power of God’s Word to change lives.    
That is why one of our two arms is biblical education—teaching 
about the signifi cance of Scripture from within the land and 
culture of Israel, and even through its ancient language—
Hebrew.  God’s Word is revealed in a whole new way when 
reading it in its original language.  The Biblical Language Center, 
partnering with JCF, has made it easier for anyone motivated to 
learn the language of Jesus.  See www.biblicalulpan.org for more details.
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By GARY ALLEY



CHARITY REPORT

SOS...SOS...Hope for 
Bethlehem’s Orphans
By LIZ KOPP

It never ceases to amaze me every time I enter the orphanage in 
Bethlehem.  When visiting, I often think I am there to share a 
bit of my time and affection, but rather, it is I that is showered 
with unconditional love emanating from every little child on the 
premise.  One can feel the genuine joy exuding from their happy 
little faces because someone from outside has taken the time to sit 
with them, chat, drink tea, and absorb a bit of their lives inside the SOS Children’s Village. 

I took a group of young friends to join in the annual bazaar put on by the SOS Children’s Village orphanage and the SOS “graduates”—
those who have moved on into adulthood to create their own lives outside the Village.  With JCF’s help, these graduates have 
been enabled to set up their own tax exempt organization, Children’s Village Graduates Association, which reaches out to poor and 
disenfranchised families in Bethlehem and the surrounding villages with medicine, staples, and educational assistance.  The annual 
bazaar was one example of the caring spirit that defines who these SOS alumni are.  They bused in several hundred children and 
families of lesser means to enjoy the event’s activities, which included music, food, national dances, a clown, and face painting. 

My accompanying young friends jumped right into the venue with their painting materials decorating each and 
everyone wanting to add a little extra color and pizzaz to their countenance.  It did not take much for me to be 
convinced that my face should be painted to match the animal print of my blouse to the amusement of the crowd.   
By the time we bid our farewell at the end of the day, we had long forgotten that our faces still bore the evidence of 
the day’s recreation, until we reached the border separating Bethlehem from Jerusalem.  The Israeli soldiers were 
unable to squelch their laughter as they waved us on through the checkpoint .

Avi is our neighbor right beneath us in our apartment complex here in Abu Gosh.  He is a 
Kurdish Jew who was born in northern Iraq and immigrated to Israel with his parents when he 
was eight years old.  Hebrew and Arabic are both his languages, making Abu Gosh a good fit for 
his background.

For the past three years, we have lived through many ordeals together, from financial crises to 
health isssues.  Although Avi and his wife, Sheri, are secular Jews, many times our conversations 
have come back to God, and sometimes they have even let us pray with them.

As a neighbor, Avi wants to be a good friend.  Quite often we receive impromptu visits.  Our 
door opens, and there stands Avi with a steaming bowl or plate of very tasty Kurdish food.  In 
our shared yard, I grow flowers, Avi grows vegetables.  In his heart of hearts, Avi is a farmer and 
a cook.  He loves to follow fresh produce from the garden to the table, hunting wild mushrooms, 
stuffing grape leaves, and picking fresh herbs and spices.  Our shared picnic table down below in 
our front yard is usually covered with pits and peels from his latest culinary project.  

On one occasion Avi and his wife hosted a Passover meal in their small living room, inviting 
everyone from the building.  There we were—Jews, Christians and Muslims enjoying together 
that holy Passover eve.  Avi’s kindness extends to the Muslim families around us, even though he 
and Sheri, like Randy and I, are among the small minority of Jews and Christians in Abu Gosh.

Little by little, we have learned more of Avi’s story.  Once in our living room, at the mention 
of our recent visit to London, Avi broke down sobbing.  Years ago, Avi took his 16 year old son to London for life-saving, open heart 
surgery, but instead he returned home bereaved and bankrupt.  Avi has known the loss of many things in his life—his first marriage, his 
son, a secure job and income, and finally, his health.  

Over the years, Avi has developed diabetes and lost most of his teeth.  Sheri is also a diabetic.  More recently Avi has suffered two small 
strokes.  It has been painful to watch him struggle to recover physically and emotionally.  Now in his late 60s, he has no savings to fall 
back on, and has not been able to find work since his strokes.  His garden tools and irrigation pipes lie piled up behind our apartment.  
Last month, he came to us asking for a loan of 500 shekels to fix his car.  The good news is that with JCF’s help, he got his old car up and 
running and is still able to take Sheri to work, where she cares for children eight hours a day, six days a week. 

I have a great burden for my Jewish and Muslim neighbors here in Israel to intimately know the Lord.  I’m literally down on my knees, 
daily weeding the yard and praying for them.  

My Neighbor, Avi
By MARGRET BUTH



OUR PROGRAMS

Jerusalem Cornerstone Foundation: P.O. Box 54351 Tulsa, OK. 74155 
info@jerusalemcornerstone.org         www.jerusalemcornerstone.org         (918)-622-9573  

I wish to support the ministry of Jerusalem Cornerstone Foundation for the following:

______   Israel Relief (IR)

______   Children’s Fund (CF)

______   Educational Fund (EF)

______   Biblical Language Center (BLC)

______   Staff– specific name optional: ________________________

Your gifts are tax deductible in the U.S.  
Make checks payable to:
Jerusalem Cornerstone Foundation (JCF).  
Credit cards are accepted through our 
website.

Biblical Language Center (BLC) teaches intensive biblical 
Greek and Hebrew courses using a unique immersion method 
that makes learning fun, effective, and for everyone.

Biblical Study Tours (BST) brings the Bible to life through 
in-depth thematic trips that are customized to suit the specific 
needs of groups for any size and age.

Israel Relief (IR) provides financial assistance for families and 
individuals with urgent needs from all areas of the country.  
Ongoing funds are needed for food and clothing vouchers, 
housewares, emergency medical, dental, and general aid.

Educational Fund (EF) assists a number of needy students and 
individuals hoping to obtain degrees and skills that will enable 
them to rise above their societal limitations.

Children’s Fund (CF) helps children in orphanages, post-
orphanage situations, and kids handicapped by political and 
social conflicts.  Ongoing funds are needed for school supplies, 
holiday gifts, and general aid.

OUR STAFF

Charles M. Kopp, Chairman
Jon (Yoni) Gerrish, Israel Director and BST Director
Larry J. Ehrlich, U.S. Director
Mary Ehrlich, U.S. Administrator 
Dania Minor, Charity and Operations Manager 
Sharona Pong, Financial Manager
Gary Alley, Communications 

Sharona Pong, JCF’s Financial Manager, gave birth to Adine Marie 
on July 22nd in Jerusalem.   Little Adine weighed 9 lbs and 14 
ounces.  Proud father Will and brother Joshua looking on.  “Adine” 
is the Hebrew word for “gentle”.

SOS Children’s Village and Alumni.  Provision and hope as they live 
in the difficult conditions of Bethlehem.

Avi and Sheri.  Personal encounter with God as they learn to trust 
Him for their needs.

Biblical Language Center’s Summer Hebrew Courses in Israel and 
Fresno successfully ended with participants coming from the 
United States, Canada, Kenya, England, Australia, and Germany.

Yoni Gerrish and his family are traveling through the United States 
till August 29th.

Israeli Traffic Accidents.  More people in Israel have died from traffic 
accidents than from all the wars and terrorist attacks combined.

PRAYER REQUESTS and PRAISE REPORTS
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WHO WE ARE 
JERUSALEM
CORNERSTONE
FOUNDATION

Please write and let us hear from you. 
If you would like to be removed from our mailing list, please let us know.

is a Christian non-profit organization based in Jerusalem, Israel 
that reaches out with two arms—biblical education for Christians 
and charitable contributions for residents of Israel 
who are struggling and marginalized.

JOIN OUR MAILING LIST


